
6.0 Current Provision Assessment 

 

6.1 Assessment of current provision has been undertaken by overlaying a map of the Borough 

with the location of play facilities with a 500m radius around Local play areas and 1,000m 

around Main play areas and a population heat map.  . 

 

6.2 This spatial analysis is then combined with the condition analysis by the independent 

inspection and Officer / Member knowledge of gaps in provision by age / type etc to inform 

the assessment of current provision. 

 

 

6.7 Rochdale North Township Assessment 

6.7.1: Norden Ward is well served by the Norden Terminus and Hutchinson Road Local 

play areas but some investment at Hutchinson Road in older children’s play 

equipment will enable it to be reclassified as a Main Play area and ensure the gap 

between Norden and Caldershaw Road play area is addressed. 

 

 Central Rochdale is well served by the Main play area at Heybrook viaduct. 

 

 Spotland and Falinge Ward is very well served by Main Play area at Denehurst 

Park and Falinge Park plus satellite Local play areas at Caldershaw Road and Ings 

Lane Council) plus The Dell (RBH).  

 

 Healey Ward is well served by Local play area site at Coptrod and Main Play area 

at Falinge Park.   

 

 There are large geographical areas of the Township outside areas covered by play 

areas but these are such low housing densities it is not recommended to have 

additional play areas. 

 

Map 5: Rochdale North Township Play provision map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



6.7.2 Norden Ward play areas at Norden Terminus and Hutchinson Road Local play 

areas are recommended for moderate investment to improve quality and age 

range of equipment during the course of this strategy, but are not urgent work.  

 

6.7.3 Central Rochdale Heybrook viaduct / South Street play area requires investment 

before due to the age and low play value equipment.  A substantial upgrade is 

required for this play area that serves a very densely populated housing area. 

 

6.7.4 Spotland and Falinge Ward provision at Falinge Park Main Play area is good but 

is starting to show its age and will require investment by the end of this strategy to 

ensure standards are maintained. After recent investment in a new toddlers play 

area and new pirate themed adventure play area at Denehurst Park which was 

part funded by an external grant by Viridor Trust to the value of £98,000 and at 

Ings Lane play area, provision here is excellent, see pictures below left (Denehurst) 

and below right (Ings Lane).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.7.5 Healey Ward Coptrod play area requires additional equipment to ensure that it 

caters properly for its community.  This is an area of low population density and 

existing provision is just about adequate so is not a high priority. 

 

6.7.6 Disability access and inclusion is mixed.  Sites that have had recent investment at 

Denehurst Park and Ings Lane for example are now excellent but older facilities 

are poor e.g. Coptrod (pictured below left) has no access path and Hutchinson 

Road play area (pictured below right) which does have a good access paths but 

then has no accessible equipment e.g. no disabled seat in the swings and 

roundabout is not flush mounted to the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  



6.7.8 There is no Skate / BMX Provision in Rochdale North.  A facility would be 

recommended but choosing a location could be problematic.  Denehurst Park and 

Ings Lane were both considered when play provision was being improved and due 

to proximity of houses / nursing sites. Falinge Park may be the best option. 
 

6.7.8 The only MUGA is located at Heybrook viaduct.  Although this is an excellent new 

facility, this represents a poor geographical spread of provision.  Creating a MUGA 

in Spotland and Falinge ward is recommended. 
 

6.7.9 An outdoor gym is located at Hutchinson Road play areas but because of its timber 

construction, repairs are required on regular basis. There are no other outdoor 

gyms.  This is a poor level of provision.  Creating a MUGA in Spotland and Falinge 

ward is recommended and Hutchinson Road should be replaced with a metal 

construction facility by the end of the period of this strategy. 
 

6.7.10 Summary of provision in North Rochdale: 

 Play provision is generally good at the moment but during the 10 years of 

this strategy moderate investment levels will be required in order to maintain 

the quality of provision. 

 Most urgent investment is for Heybrook Viaduct / South Street, where the 

equipment meets only basic needs and requires an urgent upgrade by 2021. 

 Disability access and inclusion requires investment to ensure provision 

meets the needs of families with disabilities. 

 The provision of a skate facility should be investigated and if a suitable site 

is found then funding should be sought. 

 MUGA and Outdoor gym provision is poor considering high levels of health 

deprivation in parts of the Township.  The provision of additional facilities 

should be pursued. 

 

7 Township Proposals 
 

7.6 Rochdale North Proposals: 
 

Ward Action Funding 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025-30 

Norden Upgrade  Norden 

and Hutchinson Rd 

Play Capital       

Central 

Rochdale 

Heybrook viaduct / 

South Street update  

Play Capital / 

s106 

      

Spotland & 

Falinge 

General update 

Falinge Park 

Play Capital / 

s106 

      

Create additional 

outdoor gym and 

replace Hutchinson  

S106       

Create additional 

MUGA 

S106       

Healey Coptrod extra 

equipment 

Play Capital / 

s106 

      

To be 

determined 

Create a skate / 

bmx facility 

S106       

 


